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Lord George Sactoille. 
The Court conſiſted of the following Members. 


Lieutenant General Sit Charles Howard, K. B. Preſident. 


Lieut. Gen. John Campbell Lieut. Gen. E. of Albemarle 


Lord Delawar Francis Leighton 


—— F, Cholmondeley Lord Robert Manners 
Fames Stuart Major Gen. Edward Carr 

—— E. of Panmure E. of Effingham 

— E. of Ancram Lord Robert Bertie 


Julius Ceſar 


— E. of Harring!on 
James Abercromly | | 


Charles Gould, Deputy Judge- Advocate. 


H E charge againſt his lordſhip was, ““ That 

e he being a Lieut, Gen. in his Majeſty's army 
«© in Germany, under the command of Prince Ferdi- 
% Hand of Brunſwick, and being by his inſtructions 
* (which were read in court) directed to obey the 
« orders of the faid Prince Ferdinand, did notwith- 
„ ſtanding on Augu/t 1, 1759, diſobey the orders 
ce that were ſent him by his Serene Highneſs.” 

The judge advocate in a ſhort ſpeech explained the 
nature of the charge, and obſerved, that by his lord- 
ſhip's not advancing with the cavalry, agreeably 10 
repeated orders, {ent him by three aid de camps, a ſig- 
nal opportunity was loft of ruining entirely the French 
army, and the cavalry were thereby prevented from 
en the laurels which the infantry had prepared. 

A 2 in 


— 


[4] 


ln ſupport of the charge, Lieut. Col. Hotham, ad- 
jutant general, proved that two nights before the bat- 
tle, orders were iſſued for all the generals to make 
themſelves acquainted with the roads and paſſes lead- 
ing from the camp, — [The uſe of which evidence, 
was to ſhew that any ignorance of thoſe roads or paſſes 


muſt be owing to neglect, and would G pleaded) be 


deemed a diſobedience. ] 

Major Stubbe, major of brigade, depoſed, that the 
cavalry being mounted about four in the morning, 
agreeably to orders from the prince, after waiting half 
an hour and not ſeeing lord George Sackville, he, know- 
ing the village where he was quartered, galloped down 
to it and found his lordſhip in the yard, between the 
houſe and ſtables. He told him the reaſon of his 
coming, to which his lordſhip anſwered, he had but 


juſt heard of it from general Sporcken. Immediately 


his horſe was brought, and they galloped off together ; 
and as ſoon as they Joined the cavalry lord George bid 
them march. 


Lieut. Col. Zobn/#9n, of the blues, depoſed much to 


the ſame effect in regard to the time that lord George 
joined them. 

Capt. Winchenroae, prince Ferdinand's Heſſian aid 
de camp, depoſed, that he was ſent early in the morn- 
ing with orders from the prince to lord George Sack- 
ville, to march to the left with the cavalry, in order 
to ſuſtain the infantry. At the head of the fecond 
line he ſaw lord Granby, of whom he enquired where 
lord George was, ſaying that he was going with orders 
to him. His lordſhip anſwered, at the head of the 
firſt line, where accordingly the deponent found him. 
He delivered to him the prince's orders in French, and 


afterwards repeated them in French; upon which his 


lordſhip ſaid, he did not underſtand them, and aſked 
him twice how jt was to be done. The deponent 
then told him in Zng/ih, that he was to march to the 
left through a little wood (to which he pointed) after 
which he would come on a heath, where he was to 


oy form, 


[5] 


form, and from thence he might ſee our infantry. 
After this the deponent left him. 


Being aſked, at the deſire of lord George, whether 


it did not ſeem by our diſpoſitions that the enemy's 
cavalry were expected to have been on their flanks, 
and their infantry in their centre? He replied, that he 
knew nothing of that, nor could pretend to form a 
judgment either of their diſpoſitions or ours; all he 


knew was, that he was ſent with orders to his lordſhip. 


Lieut. Col. Ligonier depoſed, that he carried orders 
from the prince "to lord George, to march to the left 


exvith the cavalry in order to ſuſtain the infantry, and 


to form a third line behind them on the plain. He 
delivered them accordingly to his lordſhip, and told 
him that he was to march to the left thro the wood. 
Lord George alked him, who was to be their guide? 
and if he would undertake to lead the line? He an- 
{wered, that he couid not promiſe, but would endea- 
vour to do his beſt. His lordihip then ordered {words 
to be drawn, and bid them march; and ſoon after 

came up Col. Fitzroy, with orders from the prince to 
march up immediately with the Britiſb cavalry. On 
which lord George turning to the deponent, ſaid, Sir, 
your orders diſagree. He replied, — in numbers, my 
lord, but their deſtination is the ſame; that 7s, 19 the lejt. 
Soon after his lordihip and \Col. bites oy rode away 
together. 

Being aſked, at Lad George's deſire, if he did not 
inſiſt on his orders being obeyed ? 9. He anſwered, 
yes, peremploriſy. 

Being farther aſked, if he did not inſiſt on their 
being obeyed even after Col. Filgroy's arrival? He 
anſwered, no, — never. That he did indeed think at 
firſt, that as Col. Fitzroy came ſo ſoon after him, he 
might have brought the ſame orders, but he never 
pretended to ſay they were fo. Being aſked by lord 
George, if he and Col. Iitzroy did not diſpute about 
their orders in his preſence, each of them afir ming 
that he was in the right? He ſaid, he remembered 

no 
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no ſuch thing. Being aſked, if he and Col. Fitzroy 


received their orders from the prince at the ſame 
time? He anſwered, no, — he, (the deponent) came 
firſt. Being aſked, by lord George, if he had not ſaid, 


when he was laſt in England, that he had miſtaken, 


or changed the orders? He anſwered, no,—he had 
never ſaid any ſuch thing. 

Lieut. Col. Titzroy depoſed, that the reaſon of his 
being ſent to lord George was, that the duke of Richmond 
had been reconnoitering, and having obſerved to the 
prince that the enemy's cavalry were in diſorder, he 
laid, Voce le beau moment pour te cavalerie, and bid 
the deponent go with orders to lord George Sackville, 
'o march up as faſt as poſſible with the Britiſb cavalry. 
tle delivered them accordingly, when his lordſhip 
bid him repeat them, and ſpeak flow and diſtinctly. 
Je did ſo, ——when his lordſhip told him that his 
orders diſagreed with thoſe juſt brought him by Col. 
ILgonier, and added, that the prince could never in- 
tend to break the line. He inſiſted on his having been 
exact in delivering the orders juſt as he received them. 
On which lord George ſaid, that he would go Ty the 
prince himſelf, and away they went together. Being 
aſkcec what pace? anſwered, a half gallop; but that 
[on after they (et out, lord George ſtopping to ſpeak to 

aptain Sth, his aid de camp, the deponent then 
pu iſhed on a full gallop, and got to the prince time 
-nuugh to make his report before his lordfhip came 
ap. When he told his highneſs that lord George was 
coming himſelf, he es preiſed his ſurprize ſtrongly, 
not by words, but actions. What paſſed between 
the prince and lord George he did not hear. _—_ 
al ked, if he carri-d afterwards an order to lord Granby ? 
He anſwered, yes, —and the occaſion of it was this. 
He was with the prince at captain Ehups's battery, 
when his highneſs feeing the enemy's cavairy in great 
diſorder, ſaid, that he thought that our cavalry might, 
even then, be of ſervice. On which the deponent 


aſked, if he ſhould 80 and fetch them? His highnels 
replied, 


replied, yes, make haſte, and deliver the crder t0 lord 
Granby, for I kn:w he will obey me. He went accord- 


ingly, and delivered the order (as directed) to lord 


Granby, whoſe wing, he obſerved, was farther ad- 
vanced than the other, which his lordſhip alſo men- 
tioned to him. He aſked the deponent, why he did 
not deliver his orders to lord George Sackville 2 He re- 
plied, that as lord George had diſobeyed a former or- 
der which he carried, he now had the prince's direc- 
tion to deliver this order to him (lord Granby). Upon 
which his lordſhip immediately put the ſecond line in 
motion. Being aſked, by lord George, whether he 
had ever reconnoitred the wood, and whether it was 
cloſe or open? He replied, that he looked at it 
as he paſſed through, and the part through which he 
went was very open; and, as to the breadth, two 
ſquadrons might march in front. Being aſked, whe- 
ther if our infantry had been broke by the enemy, 
the conſequence would not have been very fatal? He 


' replied, undoubtediy, as the action was on a plain, 


and there were no cavalry to cover them while they 
rallied. | 

Lieut. Col. Sloper, (of Bland's dragoons) depoſed, 
that on Auguſt 1, about four in the morning, capt. 
Pentz came to his tent, with orders from the prince 
for the men to mount ; he added, in order for action. 


The deponent himſelf went round the regiment, and 


found the men lying down in their tents, booted, and 


the horſes ſaddled, as they had been ever ſince one 
o'clock, by an order iſſued the night before. In about 
half an hour after they were drawn out, lord George 
Sackville came to the head of Bland's, where the de- 
ponent was, and bid them march. They had not 
gone far before captain Minchenrode, prince Ferdinand's 
aid de camp, came up and told his lordſhip in French, 
that it was the prince's orders that he ſhould march to 
the left, and ſuſtain the infantry on the plain. He re- 
peated it in French. Lord George replied, mais com- 
ment, mais comment? The captain then ſaid in Engliſh, 
waving 


— 
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[8] 
waving his hand, that he was to march through thoſe 
trees, (that was his expreſſion) on the left, and then he 
would come on a heath, where he would ſee our infan- 
try, and the enemy. HYinchenrede then went away, and 
lord George ſaying he did not underſtand the orders, 
the deponent ſaid that it was clear to him, that this 
was to be done by the left of the right wing of the _ 
cavalry. For about a quarter of an hour after this he 
did not ſee his lordſhip, and they ſtill remained where 

ey were; till at laſt lord George came up, and ſaid 
to him, colonel, move your regiment. He replied, 10 
the left, my lord? His lordſhip anſwered, no, ſtraight 
forward. Soon after Col. Ligoner came to lord George, 
with orders from the prince to march immediately 
with the cavalry to ſuſtain the infantry on the plain. 
(The deponent then deſired to know if he muſt in- 
form the court what he ſaid to Col. Ligonier, and 
being told, if it related to lord George he muſt, he 
then proceeded). The deponent then ſaid to Col. 
Ligonier, for God's ſake, Sir, repeat your orders that 
that man (meaning lord George Sackville) may not pre- 
h tend he does not underſtand them, for it is now near half 
| an hour ſince we received orders to march, and yet we are 
ſtill bere. [He was ſorry (he ſaid) that his oath ob- 
liged him to mention what he alſo added] Tor you fee, 
Sir, the condition he 1s in. Col. Fitzroy then came up, 
but what he ſaid to lord George he did not hear, only 
his lordſhip, then turning to Col. Lironier, ſaid, Sir, 
your orders are contradictory. He replied, in numbers 
only, not in deſtination. Soon after his lordſhip and 
colone] Fitzroy rode away together, and in about a 
quarter of an hour more the cavalry moved. | 

Being deſired to explain what he meant by thoſe 
words, you ſee, Sir, the condition he is in. He re- 
plied, that his lordſhip ſeemed to him to be 8 By 
alarmed. That when he gave him the orders to marc 
the regiment, he was in the utmoſt confuſion, as 
appeared by his ordering them to march ſtrait for- 


ward, when the original orders were to go to the 
left ; 


FE] 


left; colonel Ligonier's orders were to go to the left; 
and when the cavalry did move, it moved to the 
left. 

Being aſked, what time there was between capt. 
Winchenrode's orders, and their arrival on the heath? 
He replied, about three quarters of an hour. 

Being aſked, if the cavalry had moved immediately 
on the firſt orders, whether he thinks they could have 
come up time enough to have ſuſtained the infantry, 
or to have charged the enemy ? He replied, that from 
the length of time between captain Minchenrode's ar- 
rival and their moving, from the ſlow motions they 
made wien they did move, and from the nature 
of the ground, he was certain that they could, 

Being aſked, what ground it was? He replied, that 
the heath was as fine as could be withed for cavalry 
to act on, having no high furze, like our heaths in 
England, but being as ſmooth as a down, That 
when they did arrive upon it, he ſaw without obftruc- 
tion at a diſtance before them the glittering of the hats 
and arms of our infantry, who were then advancing 
briſkly forward. Being aſked, by lord George, to 
whom and at what time he firſt mentioned his not 
_ obeying captain Mincbenrode's orders? He replied, 
ſoon after the battle, and to many perſons ; to ſo ma- 
ny that he could not recolle& to whom he mentioned 
it farſt ; but it made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that 
he was morally ſure that he always made uſe of the 
ſame expreſſions that he had given in evidence. 

Prince Ferdinand's Pruſſian aid de camp depoſed, 
that on lord George's not bringing up the cavalry on 
colonel Fitzroy's order, the prince being very impati- 
ent, directed him to go and haſten lord George. — That 
in his way colonel Fitzroy paſſed him at a diſtance, and 


ſoon after he ſaw his lordſhip coming himſelf. On 


which he haſtened back, to inform his highnels that 
lord George was coming to take his orders from his 
own mouth, rather than from him; but that before 
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he could ſpeak, the prince cried out, what will he not 
obey me ? 

Lieut. col. Pitt (of Mordaunt's dragoons) depoſed, 
that he knew of no impediment to the cavalry's ad- 
vancing ſooner, and being aſked by lord George it they 
did not meet with ſome obſtructions when they ar- 
rived on the field of battle, from the killed and wound- 
ed, anſwered, that they avoided as much as poſſible 
treading on the wounded, but they met with no ob- 
ſtructions from the killed. 

The marquis of Granly depoſed to the fame effect 
as capt. Winchenrode in regard to his ſeeing him both 
in going and coming from lord George Sackville, — the 
laſt of Which times he told the deponent, that lord 
George did not underſtand his orders; the deponent 
anſwered, that he had put his brigade, as he promil- 


ed him he would, in motion. That afterwards, ſee- 


ing lord George, he excuted himſelf to him for having 
done it without waiting for his order. That they 
marched in about twenty or twenty-five minutes after 
captain Hinchenrod:'s arrival. That capt. Hinchenrede 
led a Hanoverian regiment, and he himſelf led the 
Greys through the wood, That after they had got 
through the wood he ſaw our infantry at a diſtance. 
After this they were halted again, and foon after col. 
Fitzroy came up to him with orders to march as 
faſt as poſſible with the cavalry. That the deponent 
aſked him, why he did not deliver his order to lord 
George Sackville ® to which he replied, that lord 
George not having, obſerved a former order, the prince 
had directed him to deliver this to him (lord Eranby.) 
T hat upon this he immediately put his brigade in mo- 
tion, and trotted on himſelf at the head of it, but 
he had not gone above 3 or 400 yards, when turning 
round he ſaw them halted —Galloping back, he afſk- 
ed, by whoſe order? and was anſwered that it came 
from the right, from lord George Sackville, Upon 
which he bid them march again, and obey no orders 
but his, or gen. Eilios's in conſequence of his, That 

theſe 


1 
neſe two halts were all that he remembers, though 
hey had ſeveral meſſages to march {lower ; and that 
when they arrived at the field of battle, our infantry 
were advancing very briſkly at a diſtance. 8 

Being aſked, whether he thinks that if they had 
marched immediately on capt. H/inchenrode's order, 
they could have come up, in proper order, time enough 
to have charged, or purſued the enemy? He anſwer- 
ed, that had they not been halted, they certainly 
might; he would not ſay in ſo exact a line as in the 
parade, but in a proper line enough to have en- 
gaged the enemy. Being aſked, if he thinks 
they conld have been up time enough it they had 
marched immediately on col. /i:/zroy's arrival, at the 
pace he was going? He replied, that he could not 
anſwer that, as he did not know how near the enemy 
then was to Minden. Being aſked, what he ſaid to 
col. Fitzroy on his bringing him the prince's orders? 
He anſwered, that, as he was vexed, he believes 
(though he does not juſt now remember the exact 
words) that he found fault with lord George's ma- 
nceuvres, thinking time was loft thereby. 

Being aſked, by lord George, if any plan or diſpo- 
ſition for the battle was communicated by the prince 
to his lordſhip, or the other generals, the day before ? 
He anſwered, — no, not to him,—nor to any other 
general as he knew of. Being farther aſked, if this 
was not the prince's uſual method at the eve of a bat- 
tle, and whether he was not thought to excel in it? 
— He anſwered, that before the battle of Bergen he 
communicated his diſpoſitions to him, and the other 
lieut. generale, with great calmneſs and preciſion. — 
That he had heard too that he had done fo at other 
times, but could only ſpeak of this from his own 
knowledge. Being aſked, if the infantry were formed 
when they moved to the attack ?—He anſwered, as 
he was not there he could not tell. Being aſked, 
if when he put the cavalry in motion by col. Fizroy's 
orders, he knew that lord George had been with the 
prince ? He replied, that he did not. Being * 
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by lord George, a letter which col. Hotham, at his re- 
queſt, wrote to the prince the day after the battle, 
and aſked if he remembered ſeeing ſuch a letter, and 
if that was the ſame ? He anſwered, that he was indeed 
ſhewn by his lordſhip the rough draught of ſuch a 
ſetter, but could not remember whether this was the 
ſame, though one paragraph (which he mentioned) 
he was ſure was not in it. That what he ſaid to lord 
George then, was to the ſame effect with what he had 
now given in evidence, and that he always faid he 


could ſpeak to facts only. That as to lord George's 


brigade being as far advanced as his, when they ar- 
rived in the rear of the infantry, (as mentioned in the 
letter) he could not affirm that, as he never minded 
it, and was only attentive to his own. Being aſked, 

if he knew what infantry were poſted in the front of 
the cavalry before they moved ? Anſwered, that he 
did not know then, but has ſince been told that It was 
an Hanoverian brigade. 

Lieut. Mogan, (of Howard's n depoſed 
nothing material, and lieut. Valſh, adjutant of the 
blues, depoſed, chat after paſſing the wood, he was 
{ent by col. Fohnſton to lord George, to know if the 
blues might move, as the left brigade was going on. 
— His lordſhip ſaid, no, they muſt ſtay where they 
were, and bid him ſtop the left brigade. 

The judge advocate here reſted the charge, and 
gen. Webb, the duke of Richmond, and ſome other 
witnetles, who had been ſummoned, were not called 
in. 

DEFENCE 

Lord George Sackville, after enlarging in an elegant 
ſpeech on the nature of the evidence that had been 
brought againſt him, and what he ſhould produce in 
his own defence, proceeded to call his witneſles in the 
following order. 

Lieut. col. Hotham depoſed, that the orders which 
he received on July 29, for the generals to reconnoitre 


the overtures leading from the camp to the plains of 
Minden, 
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Minden, and on the 31ſt, for the horſes to be faddled, 
Se. at one the next morning, were communicated to, 
and obeyed, by his lordſhip. —And that ſuch orders 
as the laſt had been frequently iſſued during the fort- 
night before. Being aſked, (as were all the following 
witneſſes) if he perceived any difference in lord George's 
looks or behaviour that day, from vihat was uſual? 
He anſwered, (as did the reſt) none in the leaſt. 

_ Lieut. Bier, aſſiſtant quarter-maſter genera], de- 
poſed, that as ſoon as lord George came to the head of 
the line, which was between five and ſix, he bid them 
march.— That he was the firſt general officer who ar- 
rived there, and that by orders from the prince, the 
cavalry was firſt formed into ſquadrons, and then in- 
to line. 

Capt. Sutherland (of the Welch fuzileers) depoſed, 
that in obedience to the orders of J, 29, lord George 
ſent heut. col. Faiſon, and capt. Smith, to reconnoitre 
the overtures ; that his lordſhip haſtened to the head 
of the line as ſoon as he heard from gen. Sporcken that 
they were drawn out, even without an aid de camp, 
and before any other genera] ; — that the original de- 
ſtination of the cavalry was to a wind-null in their 
front, whither a guide was appointed to conduct them, 
beyond which the country was open, and which was 
the neareſt way to approach the enemy. Being aſk- 
ed, if the wood was reconnoitred during their march 
He anſwered, not as he knew. | 

Capt. Smuh, lord George's aid de camp, depoſed, 
that he and col. Walſon reconnoitred the overtures, by 
his lordſhip's orders, on the 3oth, and that lord 
George himſelf went as far as he could, conſiſtently with 
his picquet duty, being lieutenant general of the day. 

— That by orders from the prince, the cavalry was 
firſt formed into ſquadrons, and then into line. That 
while they were forming he was on a riſing ground, 
from whence he obſerved, that by the time four or 
five ſquadrons were formed, lord George marched them, 
which occaſioned diſorder in the rear, they not being 


able 


i4 ] 
able to keep up, __ he went and informed his 
lordſhip of who upon that made them halt, —and he 
(the deponent) returned to his poſt.— That ſoon after 


they moved again, when a Hanoverien officer, whom 


he knew, came up to him, and ſaid that they march- 
ed fo faſt in front that they could not keep up, and 
that their horſes would be blown, Sec. which the de- 
ponent went again and told lord George of, who then 
taid, that he would halt no more, but that he would 
march flow, and that then the rear, when it was form- 
ed, might ſoon overtake him, but deſired them not 
to hurry. That the place where they were forming 
the line, he obſerved, was not wide enough, but rid- 
ng forward, he obſerved that there was room enough 
a little farther, which he mentioned to his lordſhip, 
who then ordered them to move on, and the line was 
oon well formed. ——And that, as to any alteration 
in his lordſhip's looks or behaviour that day, he was 
jure there was none; but that he would have gone to 
death if it had been needful. 

Capt. Lloyd, another of lord George's aid de camps, 
depoſed much to the ſame effect as to their marching 
in the morning, and forming into ſquadrons and line, 
& . 

Lieut. col. Beſian, (of the Greys) depoſed nothing 
material, and 


Capt. Williams, of the artillery, depoſed, that the 


train marched from the camp between five and ſix in 
the morning, and had received no particular orders, 
on which account he was ſent by capt. Philips, the 
commanding officer, to lord George Sackville, to aſk 
for Orders. His lord(1 8 (whom he found at the head 
of the firſt line of caval "yy ſeemed ſurprized at their 
having had none, but told him that he would ſoon 
find employment for them in front, and bid him haſten 
capt. Philips up. After reconnoitring the ground, he 
returned to the train, and they joon after pafſed through 
the two lines of cavalry, and after going about 100 
yards farther, they turned to the left and went _ 
a woo 
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a wood, a little beyond which they “ unlimbered, 
loaded their guns, and fired on the enemy's cavalry, 
v ho were then advancing to attack our infantry. That 
the wood conſiſted of tall thick trees, and that but one 
carriage went abreaſt, That the beſt ſurvey he had 
ſeen of it (which he produced in court) was ſent him 
by the count /a Lippe Buckebourg. That after firing 
a few thor on the enemy's cavalry, they directed their 
fire on a French battery that played upon them, and 
which they filenced in about ten minutes. . That then 
they fired both on the cavairy and infantry, and as 
they, (the enemy) retreated, which was about twen- 
ty minutes after eight, they advanced with their can- 
non (which conſiſted of ten medium twelve pounders) 
as far as the edge of the morals, where they halted, 
as he thinks, by the prince's order. Being aſked, 
which was the neareſt way for the cavalry to have 


joined the enemy, by the wood on their left, or the 


wind- mill in their front? He replied, as the enem 
were obliged to retreat by Minden, he thinks by the 
wind-mill was much the neareſt way. Being aſked, 


how far it was from the place where they paſſed 


through the cavalry to the wood ? He anſwered, 4 
or 500 yards, —and from their battery to the enemy 
about 900 or 1000. 

Capt. M*Bean, of the train, depoſed to the ſame 
effect as to their marching without any particular or- 
ders, and paſſing through the intervals of the cavalry, 
the wood, Sc. As alio in regard to their firing on 
the enemy's cavalry and battery ; after which they 
played on two bodies of infantry, which he has ſince 
heard were Saxons, and which foon broke. That 
they then advanced, and continued occaſionally to 
play on the rear of the enemy, till they were fired up- 
on from the ramparts of Minden. That they were 
ſuſtained by no troops, a regiment which was appoint- 
ed for that ſervice being otherwiſe employed, which 


That is, toek of the fore wheels of the carriages. 
occaſioned 
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occaſioned him to apply to a Hanoverian general, 
whoſe brigade was near, to march up and ſuſtain them; 
but was anſwered, that the prince had ordered him 
to remain there, and not expoſe his brigade to the can- 
non of Minden, of which he alſo deſired capt. 2 Philips 
to be cautious. That early the next morning, going 
towards Minden, he met a French officer with a trum- 
pet coming out of the town, who informed him that 
he was aid de camp to the quarter-maſter general of 
the French army, which he farther told him was on 
their ground (according to their orders) by midnight, 
and that marthal Cntades appointed him to conduct 
the duke of Broglio. —_ aſked the diſtance from 
their battery to the enemy ? Anſwered, $00 or 1000 
yards. 

Lieut. col. Hoth, am being called again, depoſed, 
that he was with lord George when capt. Winchenrode 
arrived ; that he came on a gallop, and delivered an 
order in French, which his lordſhip made him repear, 
and which was, hat the cavilry were to form a line, as 


a third line, behind the tnfantry, and advance. That 


by advancing, he underſtood marching forward. That 
he never heard him explain the order, nor does he 
remember his mentioning, or pointing to the wood. 


Neither does he remember lord George's ſpeaking to 


col. S/oper, or col. Sloper to him; but he allowed he 
might, and he not obſerve it. And that col. Ligonier 
arrived between five and ten minutes after capt. Vin- 
chenrode went away. 

Capt. Hugo, lord George's German aid de camp, de- 
poſed exactly the ſame in regard to capt. Winchenrode's 
arrival, the orders he brought, and the time between 
his going and col. Ligonier's coming. He added, that 
there was at that time the Saxe Gotha regiment in the 
front of the cavalry, a little to the léft, and that he 
was ſent by his lordſhip to the commanding officer, 
to deſire him to clear their front, that the cavalry 
might advance ; and that immediately on his return 


col. Ligonier arrived. That he did not tee ford George 
ſpeak 


* 
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ſpeak to col. Sloper, or col. Sloper to him, though he 
might, and he not obſerve it. Being aſked, if he 
knew any impediment to the cavalry advancing to capt. 
Winchenrode's order? Anſwered, none except the 
Saxe Gotha regiment, and that was ſoon removed. 

Lieut. Biſſet depoſed to the ſame effect in regard to 
capt. Winchenrode's arrival, and the orders he brought, 


and ſaid, that he imagined the time between his go- 


ing, and col. Ligonier's coming, was ſeven or eight 
minutes. 

Capt. Brome, (of the artillery) depoſed, that ſoon 
after the cavalry was formed by the prince's order, he 
was ſent by lord George to reconnontre in thei front, 
and that ſoon after his return, capt. Minclenrode ar- 
rived with orders for the cavalry to form a third line 
to ſupport the infantry, and advance. 

Capt. Smith (being called again) depoſed, that he 
was not preſent at capt. Minchenrode g arrival, being 
then on the right of Bland's, loading his viſtols, and 
that lord George was clearing his front of the Saxe Go- 
tha regiment when he faw col. [irenzer arrive, and 
ſuppoſed he delivered an order, as he faw lord George 
draw his ſword, and heard him ſay, march, — that the 
whole was preſently in motion, and that his lordſhip 
was then on the right of the Iuniſtillings. That up- 
on this col. Sloper faid to the deponent, are wwe going 
4% charge? He replied, that it looked very like it. 
Col. Shaper anſwered, I have not yet thrown away my 
picquet poles ; for God 5 ſake, go to lord George, and 
deſire him to ſtop, and tell him that the line is not 
ready. He went accordingly, and delivered the meſ- 
ſage.— Lord George replied, What do you mean, Sir? 


Who ſays it is not "ready ? He then told him what col. 


Sloper had ſaid. His * anſwered, that he might 
throw his picquet poles away as they marched on, for 
that he would not halt now they were in motion. He 
went back and told col. Shper what lord George had 
ſaid, who upon that gave the word to his ſquadron to 
halt, He then repeated his mo and col. S/oper 

CG ſaid, 
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laid, Never fear, —IT ſhall do it fooner. —I will not ſtay 
a minute. That, his being the right hand ſquadron, 
the deponent did not think it of much conſequence, 
and then left him.-——That as he was going back, 
he ſaw col. Filzroy arrive, and heard lord George ay, 
Ceaſe the drums, and halt the line. That ſoon after 
this his lordſhip ſaid, Why, Sir, Mr. Ligonier has juſt 


ſaid, the whole. That many perſons then ſpoke to- 


gether, and he diſtinguiſhed col. Ligonier's voice, but 
that col. Fitzroy was moſt preſſing, inſomuch that 
lord George ſeemed angry with him, and faid, Agree 
among yourſelves who is right, I am ready to obey 
either. Col. Fitzroy ſaid, my lord, we bring the 
ſame orders, and lord George after that aſked him, 
how far the prince was off? He anſwered, Juſt on the 
other fide the wood, about two or three brigades. That 
they then rode away together, and the deponent with 
them. That in their way col. Fitzroy convinced him 
that he was in the right, which he could not help 
mentioning to lord George, who replied, that col. 
Ligonier was full as ſtrong. That on their coming 
out of the wood, the ground being open, made an 
impreſſion, he believed, on «**, lordſhip, who then 
ordered him back for the Britiſb.— That he went ac- 
cordingly, and juſt on the other {ide met, to his great 
ſarprize, (as he knew his orders were the lateſt) the 
ſecond line turning into the wood. That he rode up 
to lord Granby, and aſked him, what brought him 
there? He antwered, that he marched by capt. Vin- 
chenrode's order. The deponent replied, that the or- 
ders then muſt be changed, as he was going to gen. 
Moſiyn for the Britiſh only, and deſired him to advance 
with the Britzfh of his line, while he fetched the reſt. 
That gen. Maſiyn, ſeeing him coming, advanced to 
meet him, and on his delivering his orders, imme- 
diately put the line into a trot. That the deponent 
conducted them through the wood, and on their 
coming out on the plain he met ford George return- 
ing from the prince. That the firſt object he there 


ſaw 


119 

faw was ſome Hauoverian ſquadrons, formed fo near 
the wood on their right, that there was not room for 
Bland's and the Innifrilling to come into the line.— 
That lord George himſelf went to them to order them 
to advance and incline to the left, and that the de- 
ponent went to a Flanoverian battery on their right, 
to order them to advance with the line, That while 
he was there he ſaw ſeveral hats thrown up in the air 
at a diſtance. —On which he puſhed forward towards 
thoſe people, but in his way ſaw ſo many wounded 
men and horſes, that, as the cavalry was coming that 
way, he rode back to lord Gear ge, whom he found at 
the head of ſome ſquadrons, on a full trot, and told 
him of it ; who, on that, gave orders to the line 
to take care how they went over the wounded. That 
the deponent then went on to a body of infantry who 
were advancing, and aſted them where the enemy 
was? They pointed to ſome duſt and ſmoke at a diſ- 
tance, and ſhowed him Minden, and ſaid, there. That 
foon after he ſaw the picquets (as they proved) go- 
ing down a ſlope before him, and, he thought, 

prince Ferdinand with them. —On which he returned 
to lord George, and told him that the affair was not 
over, as he ſaw ſome infantry advancing towards Min- 
den. His lordſhip ordered him to go to the prince, 
and tell him that the cavalry were halted in the rear 
of the infantry, where they could be of no ſervice, 
and aſk him if he had any orders for them? He did 
ſo, —and his highneſs ordered Don to bring them to 
him, which /he | did.— That the cavalry were then 
formed in two lines, one in due rear of the infantry, 

and the other fronting the morals, and that ſoon at- 
ter they were diſmounted, 

Being aſked, (on his croſs examination) how long 
it was after col. Ligonier, that col. Fitzroy arrived? 
He replied, not above two minutes. And being aſk- 
ed the diſtance between the right of tlie Ii niſtilling 
and the right of Bland's ? aid, he could not atcertain 


it, but it muſt be above 60 yards. Pcing aſked, if 
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any ſhot came near the Britiſb cavalry ? He anſwered, 
yes. And being farther aſked, if he had ever faid 
that lord George ſeemed apprehenſive of thoſe ſhot, 
and wiſhed to be removed? He ſaid, he had, and 
the caſe was this. When the cavalry Nerd (as 
before mentioned) into wider ground, lord George ſee- 
ing ſome ſhot take place, obſerved to him, that the 
line was within gun ſhot, and (pointing forward) ſaid 
he hoped they ſhould ſoon advance, and not be kept 
there, in that hole, as he called it. The deponent 
added, that this was not (in his opinion) a perſonal 
apprehenſion, of his lordſhip, but aroſe merely from 
his thinking, it a bad ſituation for the cavalry, —and 
that, had they advanced, as he deſired, they would 
not only have been more expoſed, bur even within 
ſight of the battery. Being aſked, if prince Ferdi- 
nand's orders were cyer carried into 8 e 

aniwered, yes, by their forming behind the ſecond line 
of intantry, as before mentioned. Being aſked, if 


that lecond line was ever engaged? He anſwered, no. 


—Þeing farther aſked, if he thought that prince N er- 


dinand's early and repeated orders were obeyed by 


their late forming behind that infantry, and beyond 
the Held of battle ? He deſired to be excuſed anſwer- 
ing that queſtion, as being matter of opinion. 

The Rev. Mr. Ho;ham, (chaplain io the ſtaff) de- 
poſed, that he was with lord George when the cavalry 
was formed i in two lines, and deſcribed their ſituation ; 
that, about five minutes after, his lordſhip ſeeing a 
cannon ball ground near them, aſked him, if he was 
ſill there? He anſwered, yes. Lord George replied, 
you have no buſineſs here, take care of yourſelf, for 
we thall ſoon be in action, ſo fare you well. That he 
then walked his horſe to the ſecond line, where he 
ſpoke to gen. Elliot; that in about five minutes more 
he ſaw a foreign officer come up, and ſpeak to lord 
Granby, who then talked with gen. Elliot, and the 
line was ſoon put in motion, he ſuppoſed, by that 


officer's order. That he went through the wood and 
CO came 
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came out into two or three incloſures, which brought 
him on the heath, where he ſaw a few yards far- 
ther a great many of the Briiiſb infantry killed and 
wounded. — That the infantry. were .then at a great 
diſtance, and on that ſpot he concluded the battle had 
begun. That the cavalry could not by that time have 
got t through the wood „nor did he ſee lord George 
again till after the victoxy had been declared. 

Capt. Sutherland, Lieut, Bifſet, and capt. Lhd, 
(being all called again) depoſed to the ſame effect as to 
lord George's being at the head of the 1:m;feilling when 
he received the orders. to the ſenſe in which they 
underſtood them, and to his going to the prince, 


Sc. During this examination, at the deſire of the 


court, the order given out by prince Ferdinand, the 
day aſter the battle (and which contained the implied 
cenſure on lord George's conduct) was produced and 
read, which was as follows, 


Prince Ferdinand?s orders the day after the battle. 


His ſerene nighneis orders his greateſt thanks to 
he given to the whole army for their bravery and good 
behaviour yeſterday, particularly to the Britiſh infan- 
try, and the two battalions of Hangvterian guards; to 
all the cavalry of the left wing, and to Gen. agen. 
weim's corps, particularly the r regiment of Holſre:n, 
the Heſian cavalry, the Hanoverian regiment du Corps 
and Hamerſtein's ; the fame to-all the brigades of _ 
vy artillery. His ſerene highneſs declares publickly, 
that next to God he attributes the glory of the day 
to the intrepidity and extraordinary good behaviour of 
theſe troops, Which he aſſures them he ſhall retain the 
ſtrongeſt ſenſe of as long as he lives; and if ever 
upon any occaſion he ſhall be able to ſerve thoſe brave 


troops, or any of them in particular, it will give 


him the utmoſt pleaſure. His ſerene highneſs orders 
his particular thanks 0 be likewiſe given to Gen. 
Sporefen, the Duke of Helſtein, Lieut. Gen. Imboff 
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and Ur. His ſerene highneſs is extremely obliged 

to the Count 4? Burcc ug, tar his extraordinary care T 
and trouble in the n nanagement of the artillery, which ; 
was ſerved with great effect ; likewiſe to the com- 
manding officers of the ſeveral brigades of artillery, 
VIZ. Col. Brow we, Lien Hutte, Major Haſſe, 
and the three Zng/ifb caprains, Philips, Drummond 
and Foy. His ſerene highneſs thinks himſelf infinitely 
obliged to major-generals P/aldegrave and Kingſley, 
for their great courage and good order, 1 in which they 
conducted their brigades. His ſerene highneſs fur- 
ther orders it to be declared 0 licut.-gen. the marquis 
of Grauly, that he is perſuaded, that if he had had 
the good fortune to have had him at the head of the 
cavpiry © of the right w ing, his prefence would have 
greatly contributed to make the deciſion of that day 
more complete and more brilliant. In ſhort, his {- 
rene highneſs orders, that thoſe of his ute whote be- ; 
haviour he moſt ad mired be named, as the duke of 
Richmond, Col. Fitzrcy, Capt. Ligenier, Col. Watſon, 
Capt. Wilſau, aid de camp to major-gen. Waldgrave, : 
adjutant-gencrals Er/ioff, Bulgw, Durendolle, the count 


Jobe and rn; RT: ſerene highneſs having much 
reaſon to be Fats Hed with their conduct. And his t 
ſerene highneſs deſires and orders the generals of the ti 
army, that on all occaltions when orders are brought b 
to them by his aid de camps, that they be obeyed 1 
punctüally, and without delay. 
6. Capt. Hygo (being allo called again) depoſed, that tl 
| ON colonel Ligoni. 1's arrival, lord George bid the ca- TY 
valry march; that ſoon after, on colonel Fitzroy's ; th 
arrival, he halted them, and ſaid, as he underſtood 2 
it, that their orders differed; that his lordſhip then 5 
| went, on a gallop, to the prince, and he accompa- yy 
| nied him; that a little on the other fide the wood ale 
4 lord George ſent capt. Smith back with directions, _ 
as he underſtood to put colonel Titzroy's or- 155 


that he obſerved no marks of 
diſappro— 
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That col. Sloper replied, 


[ 23 ] 

difapprobation in his highneſs's manner of receiving 
his lordſhip ; that on their return the firſt thing he 
ſaw was the ſecond line coming out of the wood; 
that orders were then ſent by lord George for the Ha- 
noverians of the firſt line, who were on the other fide 
of the wood, to advance and join them; and that the 
cavalry were afterwards halted in the rear of a body 
of infantry. 

Lieut. Col. Hotbam (being called again) depoſed to 
the ſame effect in regard to the orders delivered by 
capt. Yinchenrode and col. Ligonier, but could ſay 
nothing of col. Firzry's, not being preſent when he 
arrived, and added, that to the beſt of his remem- 
brance, lord George was then on the right of the 
Inniſtilling. 

His lordſhip here reſted his defence. 

In ſupport of the charge the marquis of Granby 


(being called again) depoſed, that a day or two after 


the battle, lieut. col. Sloper told him, that the three 
aid de camps (ſo often mentioned) had all brought 
orders to lord George Sackuille to move to the left with 
the cavalry, to form a third line to ſuſtain the infantry; 
which orders his lordſhip had not obeyed; and men- 
tioned that he was perplexed or confuſed, or words 
to that effect. But that, whether col. S/oprr ſaid this 
before or aſter the prince's orders for the feu de joie he 
could not recollect. | 

Lieut. col. Harvey, (of the Innieillings) depoſed, 
that on Auguſt 2, returning to camp with a detach- 
ment, he met leut. col. S/aper, to whom he lamented 
the cavalry's having had no ſhare in the glory of the 
preceding day, and aſked him, how it happened ?— 
By the miſbehaviour of 
lord George Sackville, for that capt. Winchenrode, 
brought him orders to march to the left to ſuſtain the 
mtantry, which orders he never obeyed, but trifled 
away the time. That he (col. Sper) on his lordſhip's 


heſitation, mentioned to him, (as he ſaid) that the 


orders. 
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orders could only mean moving to the left ; that he 
(the deponent) could not be ſure of the exact words, 
but that the facts were ſo ſtrong that he could not 
forget them. And that col. Sper alſo mentioned per- 


ſonal confuſion. The deponent added, that this 
converſation happened above an hour before the order 
for the feu de jois came to his regiment. 

Lieut col. Ligonier (being called again) depoſed, 
as he had done before, that when he brought his or- 
ders to lord George, he found him on the right of 
Bland's ; and that there he not only ſaw but ſpoke to 
lieut. col. Sloper, who leaned on his ſhoulder, and ſaid 
to him, Repeat your orders, that lord George may not 
pretend he does not underſtand them; for Winchenrode 
brought the ſame orders half an hour ago, or words to 
that effect; and that col. Sloper allo ſaid, You ſee the 
condition be is in; by which the deponent underſtood 
that he meant that lord Ces, ge was perplexed, or con- 
fuſed; and that col. Fitzroy brought his orders for the. 
Britiſh only, juſt before this converſation happened. 
To give his lordſhip time to ſum up the evidence, tht'court 
then adjourned io Wedneſday, April 2. 
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